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To Our Veterans and Families: 

Today, we honor those fallen heroes who have served our country and community with 
pride, distinction and courage. The Town of Kearny honors their memory.  It is fitting that this 
memorial is in the Town Hall, the building that represents the home of our community and its 
residents.  

The greatest gift we can give in their memory and to their families is that they will never 
be forgotten by their community, friends, neighbors and the future generations of Kearny. Their 
sacrifice and the loss to their families is immeasurable.  

 In 1864 President Abraham Lincoln wrote to Mrs. Bixby, a mother of five sons who died 
on the field of battle,  

“I pray that our Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your 
bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory of the loved 
and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours to have laid so 
costly a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.” 

                                                                                                      Abraham Lincoln

 Today we remember and honor the memory of our fallen heroes and assure their families 
that their sacrifice will not be forgotten. On behalf of the Town of Kearny and in the memory of 
those brave sons and daughters of Kearny, we dedicate our community’s Veterans Memorial 
Hall. 

Alberto G. Santos 
Mayor   

November 11, 2008 
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In Flanders Fields
by John McCrae 

 May 1915  

In Flanders fields the pop-
pies blow 

Between the crosses, row on 
row, 

That mark our place; and in 
the sky 

The larks, still bravely sing-
ing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns 
below. 

We are the Dead. Short days 
ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sun-
set glow, 

Loved and were loved, and 
now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the 
foe:

To you from failing hands we 
throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it 
high.

If ye break faith with us who 
die

We shall not sleep, 
though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields.
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"If you are able, 
save for them a 
place inside of 
you and save 
one backward 
glance when 

you are leaving 
for the places 
they can no 
longer go. 

     Be not 
ashamed to say 

you loved them, though you may or may not 
have always. Take what they have left and 
what they have taught you with their dying 

and keep it with your own. 

     And in that time when men decide and 
feel safe to call the war insane, take one   

moment to embrace those gentle heroes you 
left behind.” 

Major Michael Davis O'Donnell 
1 January 1970 
Dak To, Vietnam 

Listed as KIA February 7, 1978 

THE VIETNAM HONOR ROLL 



SSG Edward Karolasz 
Army

November 19, 2005 

THE IRAQI FREEDOM HONOR  ROLL 



The Medal of Honor is the highest military decoration awarded by the United States
government. It is bestowed on a member of the United States armed forces who distinguishes 
himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States. 

One resident of The Town of Kearny who was Killed in Action is a  
recipient of the Medal of Honor. 

Rev. Lt. Vincent Robert Capodanno 



The Distinguished Service Cross is the second highest military deco-
ration that can be awarded to a member of the United States Army, 
awarded for extreme gallantry and risk of life in actual combat with an 
armed enemy force. Actions that merit the Distinguished Service 
Cross must be of such a high degree as to be above those required 
for all other U.S. combat decorations but not meeting the criteria for 
the Medal of Honor. The Distinguished Service Cross was first 
awarded during World War I.   

Two residents of The Town of Kearny who were Killed in Action are the 
recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross. 

Rev. John P. Washington 

Donald A. Pegg 



The Silver Star is awarded to a person who, while serving in any 
capacity with the U.S. Army, is cited for gallantry in action against 
an enemy of the United States while engaged in military
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force, or 
while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in armed conflict 
against an opposing armed force. The required gallantry, while of 
a lesser degree than that required for award of the Distinguished 
Service Cross, must nevertheless have been performed with

   marked distinction.  

Seven residents of The Town of Kearny who were Killed in Action are the 
recipients of the Silver Star. 

John A. Dowd 
Michael Sinibaldi 

Walter E. Brown 
Peter M. Feighan 
Joseph J. Gross 

Joseph J. Karcauskas Jr. 
Charles O. Snyder 



The Bronze Star Medal is awarded to any person who, while serving 
in any capacity in or with the military of the United States after
6 December 1941, distinguished himself or herself by heroic or
meritorious achievement or service not involving participation in  
aerial flight; while engaged in an action against an enemy of the 
United States; while engaged in military operations involving conflict 
with an opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly foreign 
forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed 

        force.  

Thirteen residents of The Town of Kearny who were Killed in Action are the  
recipients of the Bronze Star.
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Rev. John P. Washington 

Michael F. Branin Jr.  

George Matuscsak 

David W. Robertson 

Michael Sinibaldi
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